Trichothecenes: reference materials and method validation.
The frequent contamination of food and feed with trichothecene mycotoxins, the high consumption of these products, and the potential risk associated herewith, has led to an increasing public awareness and therefore to the establishment of measures to control trichothecene contamination. The analytical difficulty and the economic importance of controlling trichothecenes in food and feed support the need for certified reference materials (CRMs) and validated methods. They form invaluable tools to ensure comparability and traceability in analytical measurements and are very useful for the implementation of written standards, legislation/regulations and laboratory accreditation. The present paper provides an overview of previous work, current strategies and prospectives for the production of CRMs and validation of analytical methods in the field of trichothecene analysis. Additional information is given on methodological demands, normative frameworks and commonly accepted procedures.